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and wisdom can he known, is related to have hern spoken by Jesus Christ
as a remedy against distrustful rare, "Ueholcl the lilies of the field, they
toil not, neither do they spin/' This, however, is I'ar inferior to the allu-
sions in Job and in the 19th Psalm; but it is similar in idea, and the
modesty of the imagery is correspondent to the modesty of the man,
As to the Christian system of faith, it appears to me as a species of
atheism- -a sort of religious denial of (iod. It professes to believe in a
man rather than in God. It is a compound made up rhieily of manism
with but little deism, and is as near to atheism as twilight is to darkness,
It introduces between man and his Maker an opaque body, which it
calls a Redeemer, as the moon introduces her opaque self between the
earth and the sun, and it produces by this means a religious or an irre-
ligious edipseof light. It has put the whole orbit of reason into shade.
The effect of this obscurity has been that of turning every thing upside
down, and representing it ia reverse; and among the revolutions it has
thus magically produced, it has made a revolution in Theology,
That which is now called natural philosophy, embracing the whole
circle of science, of which Astronomy occupies the chief place, is the
study of the works of God, ami of the power and wisdom of God in his
works, and is the true theology,
As to the theology that Is now studied in its place, it is the study of
human opinions, and of human fancies concerning God. It is not the
study of God himself in the works that he has made, but in the works or
writings that man has made; and it is not among the least of the mischiefs
that the Christian system has done to the world, that it has abandoned
the original and beautiful system of theology^ like a beautiful innocent,
to distress and reproach, to make room for the hag of superstition,
The book of Job, and the 19th Psalm, which even the church admits
to be more ancient than the chronological order in which they stand in
the book called the Bible, are theological orations conformable to the
original system of theology, The internal evidence of those orations
proves to a demonstration that the study and contemplation of the works
of Creation, and of the power and wisdom of God, revealed and mani-
fested in those works, made a gruat part of the religious devotion of the
times in which they were written; and it was thin devotional study and
contemplation that led to the discovery of the principles upon which,
what are now called Sciences, are established; and it Is to the discovery
of these principles that almost all the Arts that contribute to the con-
venience of human life, owe their existence, Kvcry principal art has some
science for its parent, though the person who mechanically performs